TuE Reader in all likelihood will expeét
before this little Treatife is finifhed, to have
fomething faid concerning the Cefarian- Ope-
ration. As there are various Opinions in re-
fation to this Matter, we fhall endeavour to
fet the unexperienced Reader right in that
Refpett, with Regard to the Opinion moft
worthy of his Favour ; to which End he
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muft be firft informed, what is generally un-
derftood by this Term.

Casarivs, or the Cafarian Operation
fignifies the taking a Child out of the Womb,
by an Opening made by Incifion, through
the Integuments, Mufcles, &c. of the lower
Belly, large enough for that Purpofe; and
this is to be done either while the Mother is
living, or after her Death, according to the
Nature of the Circumitances. This Term
is derived from the Latin Verb Ceds, which
fignifies to cut, and this Operation as we are
told, gave the Name of Cmsar to that
Race of Roman Emperors who enjoyed it,
from the firft of them being taken after this
Manner out of his Mothet’s Womb.

Tuis Operation without Doubt, got its
Rife before the Art of Midwifry arrived to
any Degree of Perfection; and in all Proba-
bility it was this that brought it into the
Hands of the Surgeons ; for in the Begin-
ning, (it is natural to imagine from the
Ignorance of the prefent Female Operators)
there was little or no Affiftance given to the
Patient in preternatural Labours, whereby
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many, both Mothers and Children perithed ;
which made the Surgeons imagine, (not
looking on Midwifry as Part of their Pro-
vince) that by their Art, they might f{ome-
times fave the Child ; and this in all likeli-
hood gave Rifeto the Operation now under
our Confideration ; which having frequent
Occafion to put in Pradtice, they, or at leaft
{fome of them by this Means became acquaint-
ed with the Situation of the Child in the
Womb, and the particular Anatomy of thofe
Parts. And this confequently put them up-
on endeavouring to bring the Child, though
in a preternatural Situation, into the World,
without deftroying the Mother ; and certain-
ly as this Knowledge increafed, ‘the Cafarian
Operation became in Difrepute, and probably
became quite exploded. However, in the
Beginning of the laft Century, it {eems to
have come again into Repute in France and
Germany, and many Authors wrote in its
Defence ; declaring that it was not mortal
to the Mother, and in fhort that it {thould be
always done, rather than deftroy the Infant;
to confirm which, they have given many
Hiftories of Women who have recovered,
and had Children after it ; nay, they tell you
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of fome who have had {feveral Children
brought forth by this Operation, but I hope
none of them will gain any Credit from the
Readers of this Age; for from Theory,
Anatomy, and every Thing confiftent
with Sufgery, the Cefarian Operation 1s
moft certainly mortal as we tfhall endea-
vour to prove prefently, from Reafon and
the Nature of the Thing ; and I hope it
will never be in the Power of any one to
prove it by Experience. '

Berore we proceed any farther, it will
be neceflary, in order to invalidate the Au-
thority of the Favourers of this unparalleled
Piece of Barbarity, to confider what could
be their Motive, to hand down to Pofterity,
Fa@s in themfelves {o demonftrably falfe ;
what appears to me the moft probable in
this Refpect is this : It is a Principle among
the Roman-Catholics, that the Soul of every
Child that is not baptized, is annihilated ;
and confequently, it is the Opinion of their
Divines, that the Soul of the Mother whofe
Exiftence is eftablithed, fhould be feparated
from the Body, rather than the Soul of the
Infant fhould be abfolutely loft. Now if
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we confider the Biggotry of that Age, and
the Ignorance of the Generality of People
in Matters of Religion, we may eafily con-
ceive how they might have been led beyond
their Reafon ; befides, Policy and the Defire
of ferving a certain Set of Men, whofe Inte-
reft was worth cultivating, might alfo pof-
fibly lead them beyond their Reafon, Mr.
Mavriceau, who is perfely averfe to
this Operation, mentions a Womien in the
Hotel Dien at Parts, who being with Child,
pretended to dread prodigicufly her approach-
ing Labour, having fuffered (as fhe faid) the
Cefarian Operation in her laft ; at the fame
Time fhewing the Cicatrix of the Wound ;
upon hearing this, our Author defired to fee
her Belly ; but the Cicatrix was the Con-
{equence of an Abicefs, which fhe formesly
had under her right Breaft. This fhews
what Impoftures there are, though it be to
anfwer no End, but to create Pity and Sur-
prize : but when Religion was the Source of
this Prejudice, there were many fuch Cheats
without Doubt,

As this deteftable, barbarous, illegal Piece
of Inhumanity, has been incouraged by many

'
'
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Authors ; as Baumin, RousseT, La-
MOTTE, and many others, whofe Credit
in other Refpe&s is of no fmall Confequence ;
and as this Encouragement extends fo far,
as to give Atteftations of the Recovery of
thofe on whom this Operation had been
performed ; it is therefore neceflary to fhew
fome Reafons for the Improbability, nay Im-
_Poﬁibi]i_ty of Succefs in this Operation,

IT is well known both by Experience,
and the Authority of all our Predeceflors,
that penetrating Wounds into the Belly, how
{mall foever, are extremely dangerous if not
mortal, though none of the Vilcera be
wounded ; but when any of them is wound-
ed, though in the fmalleft Degree, it is reck-
oned in the Number of mortal Wounds ;
though the Patient was before in a State of
perfet Health, T fhall refer to Ceisus,
FABRICIUS AR AQUAPENDENTE, READ,
WisEMAN, or any of them, for a Proof
of the Danger of penetrating Wounds, par-
ticularly when any one of the Vifcera is
wounded ; where the Reader will find Rea-
{fons fufficient to convince him.
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Ir the fmalleft penetrating Wound be
dangerous in a healthful Perfon, how effec-
tually mortal muft the Cefarian Operation
be? for inftead of a very {mall Puncture,
here is a penetrating Wound of at leaft eight
Inches in Length, with another of almoft
the fame Length, in a Bowel moft capable
of all the fymptomatical Evils attending
Wounds of thofe Parts, together with the
following additional Aggravations : It is
known from the Theory of the Womb,
that the Uniformity of its Extenfion is
owing to the frequent Anaftemofes of
its conftituent Blood-veflels, which are
(fome of them at leaft) very large at the
Time of the Birth; whenge it is evi-
dent that the Patient muft bleed to Death
by a Wound in the Womb, efpecially a
large one, for here fome of the large Blood-
veflels camnot efcape ; this is undeniably
proved, by the Haemorrhage which always
follows the Extraction of the Placenta, where
the Opening of the Arteries, happens at
their moft minute Extremities ; and it fome-
times happens, when there is any Violence
ufed in the ExtraGtion of the Placenta, that
the Patient bleeds to Death, notwithftand-
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ing all pofiible Means be ufed to ftop it.
What then muft be the Confequence, when
there is 2 Wound made through the whole
Subftance of the Womb, large enough to
give Paflage, perhaps to a monftrous Child ?
Again, admit that this Hemorrhage might
ceafe in fome reafonable Time, ’tis paft all
Difpute there muft be a very great Dif~
charge ; where then muft this Blood go?
Into the Cavity, among the Inteftines and
other Vifcera, whence it cannot be remov-
ed ’till after Putrefacion, which it muft
evidently communicate to the Inteftines, at
this ‘Time having their natural Tone much
impaired, from the great Alteration in the
Diftribution of the Blood during the Time
of Pregnancy: Moreover, the Inteftines were
defigned by Nature, to be excluded from
the external Air, which is always very per-
nicious to them ; there might be many more
Circumftances offered, to confirm the Fa-
tality of this Pratice ; but what has been faid,
feems fully fufficient to convince any one wha

is not a Sceptic,
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As it cannot be denied, that this Opera-
tion muft neceflarily deftroy the Mother ;
the Queftion muft arife, whether there be
generally any Cafe in Midwifry, where the
Performance of it is warrantable, while the
Mother is yet living. Indeed I think this
admits of no Doubt in a Chriftian Society ;
but to difcufs this Matter particularly, is the
Bufinefs of a Divine, to whom I fhall
leave it, |

THERE may certainly one Cafe happen,
where the Mother and Child muft perifh,
if the latter be not refcued by the Cafarian
Operation ; namely, when the Pubis and
Sacrum are fo preternaturally near each o-
ther, that the Operator’s Hand cannot pafs
between them, in order to come at the
Child, And even in this Cafe, I do not
know that we have Authority to deitroy
the Mother, though it might fave the
Child ; this deplorable Dilemma thould cer-
tainly be cleared up by the Divines,

F Forfforns @,





