- The Hiftory of an exceffive gi ﬁi;fgrge of Water fram
the Uterus durmg Pr;gnancy ; by Dr john
Alexander Phyfician in Ha/zfax, Yorkfbire.

Gcnﬂcwoman of the age of 30, on Tuef:

day ‘April 22. 1770, in the la.ttcr end of
the fixth month of her fifth pregnancy, was fud-
dcply feized with a great weight and oppreflion
iy the bottom of the abdonien, fo that fhe was
ot able to walk yp ftairs, byt was under the ne-
geflity of being carried. The morning after this
hap eged, 1 accideptally called ypon hq:r, and
found the abdomen conﬁderably larger than it
ought to have been for the time. She was fcareg
able ta walk a-crofs the room. ‘I the afters
noon, fhe had fome labour-pains, and parted with
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near a quart of water, which came from her all
at once, and continued running from her for fe-
ven days fucceflively, from the time of her rifing
in the morning, till the time of her going to bed
at night, fo as to wet fixteen or feventeen double
cloths every day ; but it always ceafed when fhe
lay down, eithex night or day. ' '

On Monday April 29. the running of the
water ceafed ; but her inability to walk flill con-
‘tinued. Tuefday May 7. the had a relapfe of
her diforder ; the circumftances of which were
in every refpeé the fame as above. May g. the
was able to walk a little by the help of a perfon
toleanupon. In this ftate the continued parting
with water in the manner above related, . at in-
tervals of three or four days, when it generally
run from her for the fpace of one day, excepting -
- that part of it when fhe lay down upon the bed,
* till the goth-of June. “After this tinic, the water
began to run from her every morning, as foon
as fhe got out of bcd and continued all the day,
excepting the time fhe lay down, as bcforc, till
. within five days of her delivery, which happened
on the 1sth July. In the evening of July 4. I
was fent for again, fhe appearing to the perfons
who attended her to be in ftrong labour. 1 found
her feemingly in extreme pain ; the os uteri was
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open the fize of a thilling or more, and the edges
of it were very foft and thin. Her pain prefled
down the child againft. my fingers ; the mem-
branes were plainly to be felt before the child’s
head ; but I could not perceive they were in the
leaft protruded. In about two hours, the pain
entirely left her, and the was as well as ufual. I
was fent for again the following evening, and
found her exaétly in the fame fituation, excepting
that her pains were fomething ftronger. She
was feized both mnights at the fame time, and
‘continued in pain about two hours. After this,
I was defired to lie every night at her houfe,
which was at the diftance of fix miles from me ;
fhe kept continually parting with water, as ufual,
. every day, during the time fhe was out of bed,
~ till July 9. when it ftopped again, and ceafed for
the fpace of five days, -in which time her belly
dwelled to as large a fize as I ever remembered
to have feen one in an afiites.  In the morning
of July 14. fhe was taken ill again, and parted
with a greater quantity of water that day than fhe -
had ever done before. She began to have flow
lingering labour-pains, about ten o’clock that
night, ‘which gradually increafed till abouit three
in the morning, when I was called up. I found -
 the os uteri much dilated, the waters colle&ing,
and the membranes puthing ftrongly down ; her
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pairis wéré very regular and ftrong ; the meme
branes' came to’ the os externum' before- they
broke ;- andy after two more pains, the vas-deli=
vered of a large healthy child about five o’clock
in the morning, The lady recovered extremely
well. Sinee' the above, the fanie lady has had
three childreii. The. circumftances’of her preg-
nancy in‘each were eéxatlly fimilar with- the a-
bove cafe, except in the following particulars.
In the fecond, the water began to come from her
three weeks fooner than in the firft ; and her in-
ability to walk was full as bad. In thc third; the
water began eight weeks fooner than in-the firft,
1. €. inthe 4th month of her preghancy ;. but fhe
had longer intermiflions, it feldom cmmng oftener
than once in a fortnight, and continuing but one
| day. In the interval ,allo, the- was as capabl’t of
- walking:or riding as any perfon in her condition
ufually.is. In the laft, the citcumftances were exa
atly fimilar tothe fecond. The children the had
all the times were large and healthy ; 5 the a]ﬂ'zys

recovered well.

* I boiled fome of the water every ‘time, to try
- ifit would teagulate ; but it alway's evaporated to

dryncfs.
V. Ob





