The Hiftory of a large Prolapfus Uteri, accomipa-
nied with [everal extraordinary Gircumfances,
Jrom which it appears, that the Catamenia flow
only from the Uterus, and not from the Vagina.
By Mr James Hill, Surgeon at Dumfries.

BouT the year 1741, a married woman

was delivered of her firlt child when fhe

was in the twentieth year of her age. The mid-
wife, who was none of the moft humane of her
profeflion, pulled very hard in bringing away
the placenta ; upon which, the woman heard a
particular noife, and thought fhe felt fomething
. break within her, She complained that the was
injured; but the midwife ﬁnfwcrecl, in a furly
manner, that the knew her bufinefs, and had
done no harm. A painand weaknefs continued
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in that fide; but fhe was not fenfible of all the
injury that had been done till fhe got up and be-

_gan to walk acrofs the room, The uterus then
fell down, as large as the filt of a man of ordi-

nary fize, when chinched. It was covered by the
vagina reverfed, which came down with it, re-
fembling a bag. The os tincac projefted about
an inch below 'all, and {ccmed to her to refemble
the nipple of a breaft. Thefe, therefore, were
the appellations which the afterwards ufed for di-
ftinguithing thefe parts.

After this firt prolapfus, fhe went immediate-
ly to bed, and put all up very eafily, It continu-
ed fo till the next time that the attempted to
walk, when it again dropt down as formerly,
She took no medical advice upon this occafion }
but, by the perfuafion of, fome good old woman
of her acquaintance, bandages were applied, with
a view of keeping it up; but without effect. It
always dropt down when fhe ftood ere, and the
bandages galled and fretted hex fo much, that -
fhe threw them all away. It continued regular-
ly to hang down all the day, and was put up &-
very night, in which fituation it remained till fhe
got up next moruing. Her health was in no de-
gree impaired by this affection ; the felt no other
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inconvenience from it than what arofe from the
bulk, |

She fuckled her child for about eighteen
months ; and, a fhort time after it was weaned,
the catameriia appeared as ufual. She then ob-
fcrvf:d that the menftrual blood was difcharged
ﬂntlt‘t]}' thmugh the nipple, as fhe called it, and
that not a drop came from the bag, Somctimes
the blood came away by fingle dtops, ‘and very
ﬂowly, at other times it flowed fo faft that fhe
- was obliged to keep withiin doors; and, in ge-
neral, her - menftrual evacuation 'was ‘in great

quantlt}r

After fome ttmc, fhe again fell with ch:ld.
ThlS was attended with much inconvenience da- ’
ring the whole time of geftation; the uterus
ftill hanging down all the day and being put up
at night. At length, however, it grew fo big, .
that it could not get down. Then it lay as a
heavy load on the os pubis and neighbouring
bones, till fome nme in the feventh month, when
.' ihﬂ was delwer&d She nurfed this child alfu,-
and it lived till it was four years old, Dunng
the time that the gave fuck, and after the child
was weancd, the circumftances with refpett to
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the prolaplus were, in every particular, the fame.
as formerly; with this difference only, that the
nipple now hung fomewhat lower.

- In the courfe- of a few years, the conccived
three times after this; but fhe carried none of
her children beyond three months, ' This the
herfelf attributed to her being of a very paffionate
temper. And an abortion in all the cafes enfued
on her bEing much provoked. After every mif-
(farriafgﬂ, the nipple hung ftill farther down than
formerly. B

Thefe frequent mifcarriages were fucceeded
by a fluor albus, which continued for fix or feven
years. During all this time fhé uniformly ob-
ferved, that, when fhe menftruated, the difcharge
was from the nipple ; while, on the other hand,
the whites came entirely from the bag; which
Iaft was fo wet, that fthe was obliged to have it
conftantly covéred with cloths.

“While in this fituation, fhe was afle&ted with
a very fevere colic,,and fuch a fwelling of the
uterus from cold, that fhe could not put it up.
This obliged her to acquaint me with the whole
dffair. The colic and' fwelling were foon re-
moved ;3 but 1 did not propofe to do any thing for
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the other complaints, which continued in the fi-
tnation deferibed above till the year 1761, when
the was attacked. with a fevere intermittent. She
~was then between forty and fifty years of age ;
and, after the ague was removed, her menfes did
not retyrn.  The prolapfus, however, continued
as formerly, with this remarkable difference, that
the os tincag or nipple coalefced and was fkined
over. The fluor albus alfo went off, and the has
now no trouble from the pendulous uterus, -but
the bulk, to which fhe has been accuffomed for
thirty-three years ; and, for thefe lat ten or
twelve years, fhe has not taken the trouble to

put it up.

It fwells fometimes to a great buli, from cold
or hard labour. At other times, it fhrinks up.
like a corrugated fcrotum, to which it begrs a ve-~
ry great refemblance 5 as, from being long expo-
{fed to the open air, itis pow dry, and .of the
fame colour with the reft of the fkin.

I imagined, that, after having been {o Jong
down, and after having aflumed this 4ppearance,
it could not be put up again. But in this | was
miftaken. She was ftill able to reduce it with
the utmoft eafe ; but it came down again as foon
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as the preflure was removed. The bulk of this
tumour never obftru@ed the urcthra, as it was
entirely below that paflage, She ftill continues
in good health, and goes about fo brifkly that
few people know fhe has any diforder.





