Hyftory of an uncommon Cafe in Delivery. By Dr.
- Robert Maitland, of Edinburgh. Communi-
cated to Dr. Duncan.

ARLY in the morning of the gth of Au-
A« guft, T was called to the affiftance of a
Poor woman, in labour of her firft child, She
was about 28 years old, and of a very {mall
ftature, though without any apparent defor-
mity. I was informed by the midwife who
attended, that her pains had been frequent and
fevere fince the morning of the preceding day,
that the membranes had burft, and the waters
tome away, mixed with blood, an hour before
tmy arrival ; and that ever fince, pure blood
had ¢ontinued to flow copioufly from the va-
gina. 1 was further told, that there was fome-
thing extraordinary in the cafe, amd that I muft
immediately take fome method of delivering
the patient, who was finking under a violent
flooding, '

 The pulfe was indeed feeble, and I was a
good deal alarmed, when upon touching to
examine the progrefs of the labeamr, and difs
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cover what there might be uncommon in the
cafe, I found, covering the os externum, a,
large foft tumor, very much refembling in
feel the membranes of the foetus, when far
pratruded before they break in delivery, So,
much, indeed, had it this appearance, that I
did not, for fome time, find out the deception,
till by gliding my finger all around the bafe-of
the fwelling, I came at laft to the os externum,
where I found the child’s head prefenting, and
firitly locked in the pelvis. The tumor,
though it thus fpread itfelf all over the mouth
of the vagina, now evidently appeared to be
an enlargement of the right labium pudendi
only. It was nearly as large as a new-born
child’s head, and the infide of the labium was
"cumcd fo much outwards, that on the firft ap-
plication of the hand, the fkin and hairs of the
parts was not at all felt. In fhort, on the fur-
face there was no mark by which to diftinguith
it from the protruded membranes; and 1 am
apt to fufpe& the midwife had in reahty fallen
into this m:ﬁake ; and that an opening into 1t*
which I now difcovered on the infide, had
been made by her on that fuppofition. It was
big enough to admit my middle finger, and
from it the difcharge of blood; formerly men-
tioned, evidently procceded.
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Having never read of any complaint of this
kind happening during delivery,and never be-
fore met with any fuch in practice, I immedi-
ately refolved to confult Dr. Young, a gentle-
man to whom I lie under the greateft obliga-
tions. He was of opinion, that little or no
danger-was to be apprehended from the bleed-

ing; as in thefe parts, a rupture of any confi-
derable bleod-veflels was fcarcely to be fuf-

pedied, and advifed to wait patiently for the
dcrmcry, when he imagined the fwelling would
fubfide. '

In the mean time, it was fomented with a
firong infufion of chamomile flowers, and the
hard parts, round the bafe of ir, rubbed with
camphorated fpirit of winc; but this laft ap-
plication was afterwards laid afide, as occa-
fioning fevere pain when it touched, or ap-
proached the lips of the orifice. I the inter-
vals of the fomentation, a warm cloth was
kept conftantly applied.

The birth advanced with a gradual, though
flow progrefs, and before night, the fize of
the fwelling was confiderably diminifhed ; the
flow of pure blood had ftopt, and only clots
continued from time to time coming away.
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Aug. 6. This morning the tumor was muich
the fame as laft night, and remained fo till ﬁx’
in the evening, when the patient was delivered,
Three hours after this, it had very much fubs

fided, and I ordered the fame applications to
be continued.

Aug, 7. She had an incontinence of urine,
and complained much of pain in the bottom
of the belly; and I difcovered, that in thé
birth, the perineum had been lacerated algoft
quite to the anus, though it had efcaped the
obfervation of the midwife who delivered her.
The fwelling was almoft quite gone, and only
difcharged a fmall quantity of purulent matter
from the edges of the orifice,

The parts were wathed frequently with milk
and water, and the lacerated perinzum drefled
with Unag, Bafil. Flav. The difcharge, which
was at firlt extremely offenfive, foon became
lefs fo, and diminithed in quantity, The in.
continence of urine continued only two or three
days, and the patient had a very good recor
very, '

Some Obfervations on the CASE,

The cafe of our patient is one that very
feldom oceurs 5 Dr. Young, in the courfe of a
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long and extenfive pralice, never met with an
inftance of it; the only perfon, indeed, that [
know of who has feen or defcribed it is Dr.
M¢Bride, of Dublin, Vid. Lond, Med. Ob-
ferv, Vol. V. Bat there is a difference betwixt
the two examples he relates, and the one now
under confideration, both the former appeared
after delivery, the later began during the la-
bour, and therefore we have thought proper
to defcribe it, efpecially with 2 view to prevent
the danger of miftaking it for the protrufion
" of the membranes of the feetus, diftended by
the waters, a maftake which could notr fail to

pccafion much confufion and groundlefs appre.
henfion,

After findipg that the fwelling was confined
to one of the labia pudendi, I fufpe@ed it to
be a hernia ; _but as the patient had never per-
ceived any enlargement in that place before her
in-lying, this fuppofition was not probable;
and upon introducing my finger at the open-
ing, I was foon convinced that there was no-
thing contained in it but coagulated blood.

It would feem that by the preffure of the
child’s head, and the violent ftretching of the
parts during the labour pains, fome of the
fmall blood-veffels had been burft, and had
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depofited a quannty of blood in the cellular
membrane, which is interpofed betwixt the
doublings of the fkin that form the labia pu-
dendi. That this is the nature of the fwell-
ing appears more probable, when we compare
it to the h@morrhoids, which it exactly refem-
bles; and I am perfuaded that the fame aftrin-
gent applications which are proper in them,
_would, likewife, in this cafe, be the beft reme-
dies. With regard to the orifice, which we
have conje€tured to have been made by the
midwife, it muft be allowed, that the fwelling
may have burft of its own accord ; yet I am -
inclined to think otherwife, from its having
happened before the internal lining of .the va-
gina, (a firm, compa®, membrane) could, in
all prebability, have given way, and from the
great difficulty there was of diftinguithing the
{welling from the furface of the protruded
membranes,

I purpofely avoid faying any thing of the
incontinence of urine, or the laceration of the
perinzum ; they are not uncommon accidents
in laborious cafes; nor would an account of
them contribute to the right underftanding the
fwelling, which alone I meant to defcribe.





