CASE OF COMPLETE PROLAPSUS OF AN
IMPREGNATED UTERUS.

By WirLLiam Courson, Esq.,

Consulting Surgeon to the London Lying-
in Hospital, and Surgeon to the General
Dispensary.

Mary ANN ReEDBURN, ®tat. 22,
of a delicate coustitution and
short stature, applied to me on
the 23d of April, 1830, for a pro-
lapsus of the womb. The pa-
tient stated that she had been
delivered about a year ago of a
male child, and that, in a month
afterwards, without any assigna-
ble cause, the womb descended
beyond the external lips, in which
state, with very little exception,
it had continued up to the present
time. At the time of the first
descent, in May, 1829, the ute-
rus was of the size of an egg: it
generally, though not always, re-
turned to its natural situation at
night, and descended in the morn-
ing. 'The menses also were re-
gular. At Christmas, she ceased
to menstruate ; all the symptoms
of pregnancy occurred, and the
uterus returned into its natural
situation with much less frequen-
cy than before. In fact, for five
weeks prior to the patient’s com-
ing to me, the uterus had remain-
ed, both night and day, complete-
ly prolapsed ; which circumstance
induced her to apply for relief.
On examination, I found the whole
uterus, which was as large as a
cocoa-nut, and not ualike it in
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shape, protrudiog beyond the ex-
~ ternal lips ; the base of the tumor
being surrounded by the lesser
lips, and the vagina doubled on
itself. The part was very red
and hot, but not tender to the
touch ; the os uteri, to the extent
of aa inch around, was ulcerated,
and the uterus itself felt as if
there was a feetus in it. The
patient experienced a dragging
sensation from the loins, and felt
occasional pains across the lower
part of the abdomen.

~Treatment. —1 recommended
that she should keep constantly
on her back, apply emollient ap-
‘plications, as fomentations or light
poultices, and the tormentilla
wash, to the ulceration. [n ad-
dition, to support the part with a
well-adapted bandage ; but no
attempt at reduction was wmade.
Internally, castor oil was exhi-
bited. At the end of a month,
by this plan of treatment, the
uterus bad returned in a great
degree, the os uteri being only
visible beyond the external lips.

On Monday, May 24th, the
membranes burst, and a good deal
of water came away: inthe even-
ing, no part of the womb protrnd-
ed ; lingering pains supervened,
and continued till five o’clock,
A.M., of the following Thursday,
when true labor pains came on ;
and a quarter before six she was
delivered, without any medical
assistance, of a male child. I am
informed that it was a foot pre-
sentation, and that the child ex-
hibited signs of life for three-
quarters of an hour after birth.

At half past one of the same
day (Thursday), 1 visited the pa-
tient with Mr. Jackson, of Church
Street, Spitalfields, who had seen
her the night before. The pla-
centa not having come away, Mr.
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J., on examination, found it lying
in the vagina, and removed it.
The uterus was in its patural
situation.

Remarks.—There are nume-
rous instances on record of com-
Elete prolapsus of the womb,

oth in the impregnated and the

unimpregnated state ; but cases
likq the preceding, in which im-
pregnation occurred at the time
whema complete prolapsus exist-
éd, are more rare, and show that
the most striking displacement of
the organ neither prevents coun-
ception and the development of
the foetus, nor materially inter-
feres with the health of the mo-
ther. The case also illustrates
that, by the treatment pursued,
the size of the tumor diminished
as the time of labor approached, .
The following case, taken from
vol. xliii., p. 367, of the Journal
de Medecine, bears on the first of
these points. '

«¢ Elizabeth Gautier, after be-
ing married nine years, became
pregnant for the first time. From
the age of fifteen she had been
subject to a complete descent of
the womb, with inversion of the
vagina : this occurred whea she
was menstruatiog, and wes attri-
buted to catchiog cold during that
period. At bed-time she retura-
ed the womb into its natural si-
tuation, and in the moroing it al-
ways came down. Durisg her
pregnancy, the whole of the womb
protruded beyond the outer lips,
the patient experiencing oo ather
inconvenience than a difficulty,
towards the end of her time, in
making water, of which she al-
ways relieved berself by raising
the tumor.” Aa unjustifiable
operation was resorted to in this

.case, at the time of labor, viz.,
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dividing the neck of the aterus:
the child, which had arrived at
its full time, was dead born ; the
mother recovered.

Wonderful as it may appear,
that impregnation and the deve-
lopment of the feetus should take
rlaca in a person with a pro-
apsed uterus, it is almost equally
surprising that in this state the
feetus should be expelled without
difficulty. This struck the at-
teotion of Harvey,* who mentions
the following case of a poor wo-
man, who long labored under
the bearing down or precipitation
of her womb, to show that the
uterus has its share in the busi-
ness of delivery. After trying
various means, he says, ‘‘and
now at this time it [the tumor]
was as large as a bull’s cqd, dan-
f""s between her leggs : so that

suspected, that not onely the
sheath, but that the wombe it selfe
was now inverted, or else that
shee was diseased with a wlerine
hernia or rupture. It grew at
last bigger than a man’s head,
being then a bard tumor, and
banging down to her knees did
much pain her, so that she could
not goe (but upon all foure), and
breaking just in the bottom of it,
it did effund a moisture (as if it
had been an ulcer) and blood with
it. Looking upon it (for I did not
explore it by touch) I did suspect
it to be a cancer of the wombe, and
therefore did betbink myselfe of
a ligature, and cuttiog it off : and
in the interim, I advised her jo
apply geatle fomentations to it, to
assuage the paine. But the fol-
lowing night, an infant perfectly
shaped, of a span long, was cast

® Exercitationes de Generatione Ani-
malium. Londen, 1651. The transia-
tion published in 1653, 8vo. vide page
495. ,
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out of that twmor, but it was
dead.” ‘

Another striking point comect~
ed with this subject is, that the
uterus should sometimes be com-
pletely prolapsed at the period of
its greatest expansion, even dar-
ing labor. Sabatier,* in an ex-
cellent paper on the Displace-
ments of the Uterus and Vagina,
says, that when we recal to wiod
the situation of the womb, the
strength of the ligaments, whose
office it is to keep the organ in
its place, and the .connexion of
the vagina with the surrounding
parts, it is difficult to conceive
that it should be subject to so
extensive a displacement as that
of which we bave just been speak-
ing. But it is still more difficalt
to conceive bow this displacement
should occur duriog pregnancy,
and even during labor. Never-
theless, there are several cases
of the kiud recorded, and he men-
tions two. The compkéte pro-
lapsus of the womb could scarce-
ly, one would imagine, be mista-
ken for any other affection ; but
it has happened, says Sabatier,
that women with precipitation of
the womb have passed for her-
maphrodites, because the tumor,
which escaped from the natural
part, had been mistaken for a
penis. The shape: of the tumor
will of course vary in the imprég-
nated end unimpregnated state,
hut a careful inspection of the
part will be sufficient to discover
the nature of the complaint. .

® Sur les Deplacements de 1a Matrice
et du Vagin. in the 3d Vol., p. 368, of the
Memaires de PAcademie de Chirurgie, 4to.
Also published, with little alteration, in
the Medecine Operaloire, by the same
author, Vol. l11., p. 654, Edition of 1824,
Vid. also some able articles on this sube
ject in Mr, Samuel Cooper’s Dictionary,
aod in the Dictiopaire des Sciances Me
dicales, t. xxiii.
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In my case and that of Gautier
before related, the symptoms
were slight, and the health of
the patient but little affected.
In both cases, also, prior to im-
preguation, the meanses were re-
gular,—showing that the displace-
ment of the organ did not interfere
with its commonest function. A
dragging sensation in the loins,
occasional desire to make water,
' tenesmus, inflammation and ul-
ceration of the most prominent
part of the tumor, are the usual
symptoms of the complaint.

‘The treatment to be adopted
in this affection is extremely sim-
gla. If the unimpregnated uterus

e prolapsed, and the prolapsus
has but recently occurred, the
part may, in general, be reduced
without difficulty or danger ;—if|,
on the other hand, the descent of
the womb has been of longer
daration, and there be much
swelling and tumefaction of the
part, it id obvious that by the re-
cumbent posture, leeches, emol-
lient applications, support to the
part, and proper medical treat-
ment, the .inflammation must be
removed before the reduction be
attempted. The coexistence of
pregnancy in this state renders
the case more difficult : if the
prolapsus occurs in the early
state of impregnation, bearing in
mind the observations which have
just been made, we may endeavor
to replace it ; but if it occur in a
more advanced period, or, as in
my case, the surgeon has not
the opportunity of seeing it till
then, any attempt at reduction
would be highly improper. I
should advise, under such circum-
stances, the same plan as weas
adepted in Redburn’s case. The
treatment to be pursued in a
complete prolapsus of the womb

at the time of labor, is a subject
which I will leave to accoucheurs
to determine. I will merely ob-
serve, in conclasion, that when
the prolapsus has been reduced,
and the state of the parts will
admit of the use of the instru-
ment, the patient should on no
account neglect to wear a pessa-
ry, to prevent a recurrence of
the mischief.*





