The Hyderabad Medicol Sckool, ils Past History gnd Dre-
gend Condition, By Geonok Smute, M.D., Residency
Surgeon and Superinterdent.

It is about two years sinee the former Beport of the Hﬁdm
abad Medical Sehool appesred, snd in this inferval its
Superintendent has prepared seven more students for a
seaTching and = al examination of their qualifications
for the practice of medicine and surgery.  With the exception
of one East Indian, who is now an Assistent in the school,
all the pupils jost passed are Maliommedans, and we have
thus siz practitioners added to the small band of well-educat-
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ed and thoroughly well gualified medical men, whom Dr. Ma-
tlean and Dr. SBmith had previously sent forth into the cit;
of Hyderabad and the several towna of the Decean, It ia
fo be hoped thab these men will smeeeed in s ing
the ignorant hukeems, who have hitherto pretended to treat
dieeage in its manifold end fetal forms in thees localitiea,
and, by the substitution of a rational treatment for the ranlk
empirielsm of their predecessors, prove themeelves true bless-
ings to the communities among whom they will isa,

Revicwing in our third number Dr. Smith's first report,
we adverted to the circumstances which rendered the estab-
lishment of the Hyderabad Medical School & measure of
f.';%lﬂ.l humanity and expedieney, and reforved to the diffi-

tioa which attended its institution and opposed its
gaceess.  The general systemn and mode of inetroetion pur-
gaed in the achool, were aloo corsidered, and, as thess have
not nndergone any alteration, they do not call for any fur-
ther Temark, 'We would observe, however, that the test of
qualification for the diploma of the sehool is a9 severs sa
ever., I%is aa high as that of the Royal Colleges at home,
snd the fact of these youny men having passed through the
ordea] so creditably must, to vee the worde of D Forsyth,
“under all the diﬂ{:uib and discouraging cirenmstances, ba
aeeepted as a great suecess, and as strongly attesting the
energy and persevering industry of the iﬂ?ﬁtimﬁﬁdﬁnh as
well as the soundpess of the system pursued.”

It is noteworthy that the senior student of the batch was
upwards of seven years under instruetion, and the junior
was a3 many as five years sod four months, We are far
from regretiing this long term of pupilage, Itis our con-
viction that hitherto our schools, colleges, and universities
have erred in the epposite direction, snd it is & hopeful &i
that they have both seen, and sesm &ismd ta rectify, their
error. Besides, now-a-days, when the ndarics of Physi-
ology and Pathology, as well a8 those of the collateral sei-
enoes of Chemistry and Botany, have expanded =o widely,
the period of study requirea a proportionate extension. To
expect & young man in four years to master thﬂl‘[lll%h]j‘ all
the branches of study included in the curriculum of u full
Medical and Surgicajf gducation, is aimply absurd, A oup
will not hold more than its containing capacity admits,
and unless the braing of our stadenta are better than thosa
of their fathers, it is unreasonable to expect them to do double
what their fathers did in the same tima. And it angurs well
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for the elovation of the medical profession in social status,
thiat its members must hersafter ag a class be men of higher
abtaininents in general education than they have hitherto
been. Nothing could be devised batter suited to effect this
end than & high preliminary educativn, a longer period of
genaral aswell as ional study, and congequent pestpone-
ment to & more advanced age of the acquisition of the higher
degrees in medicine. But, bowever desirable and even ne-
cessary this protraction of the term of pupilage may be at
home, it has been,!and 13, still more so in such an inatitution
as tho E[jfl:lm'a.bwri Madical School. There the pursuit of
knowledge has always been prosecuted under greab difficul-
ties, and not the lesst of thess has been the lack of toxt
books, This want has neeessarily entailed great labour on
the pupils, who consequently had to prepare, with muach
cave a8 well aa toil, full notes of the lectures, and make thess
gerve as texbt-books  “ Each student,' saya Dr. Smith,
" esses complete, or nearly complete, sets of the courses
of lectures in monuseript, with copies of many of the dia-
raros used in illustration, mere or less correetly drown, as
o happens to possess a mere or less correct eye for form.
Thess manuzeript and illustrated volumes cobstitute vala-
“b]Tﬁggwnfﬁ of the untiring industry and zeal of the lads”
ing a retrospeet of the schools progress during the
incumbency a8 its Buperintendent, Dr, Bmith writes =—" Tha
Medieal Schonl may now be said to have completed the
second stage of its development. The ground it has gained
during my tenura of officc may bo succintly stated as
conzieting. lstly. In the Instruction of the pupils being
now carried on without the nssistanes of an interpreter.
Undly. In the plan of instruction initisted by my
able predecessor having been finally rodoced o system,
Sudly. In the commencement of o musenm and library, and
in the collection of & fair and useful aet of demaonstrative ap-
pargfus.  dtldy. In the izspe, under the suthority of the
Minister, of rules for the division of tha Governmet Hu-
keems intg cluases, with a fixed scale of pay and allowances,
and in the arrangements of the talook dispensaries havi
been reduced to method. 5Sthly. In the esteblishment of &
Medical Journal begun in 1855 which journal has been
oarried on successfully, and mow gives promise of o long
and wsefal carear. 6Gthly. In this, that a knowledge of the
English language I8 now made imperative, svery student
being required to attend the Minister's Madrissa for the pur-



The Hyderabad Medical School. 149

pose of acquiring that most essential requisite of a profes-
sional education. 7thly. In the proparation of a set of text-
booka, the first of which on the * Principles of Medicine, ™
is now in the printer’s handa. The materials of the remaia-
ing five books are in existence, but require management
and revision before they can be sent to preas.”

In perfect secordance with that untiring desire for ad-
vancement which has alwaye characterised Dr. Smith, not
content with merely looking back over the way already
traversed, ho casts & glance into the fubure and says:—
% Much remsins still for my suctoessor to accomplish. A few
of the pointa to which his attention will in all probability be
directed, may be shortly indicated, letly. It appears to me
most denirable now, that & monthly medical meeth;% of the
city Hukcems, who hold the e:rtificates of this school, be
cﬁfnimd and kept up vigorouwsly, This monthly re-union

ill hring tha young men together, break down professional
Jjealovaies, eneoun study and obeervation, and furnieh
matorials for the Medical Journal, 2Zndly. Another most
neccssary object, as far as the pupils are concerned, is the
erection of a hospital for chemicls tesching,  3rdly. Dispen-
saries are much requived in the city, and the man who sue-
ceeds in sterting a good midwifsry hospital thers, will here-
after rank as the Howard of Hyderabad, <4thly. The
buildings in which z:':ﬂxlaoed tle dispensaries of the reveral
talogls are not gen ¥ 8 ing, conatructed for the pur-
pose: the subatitation for these of lzia.in uaeful buildings, upon
a fized plan, 13 most desimble, and may be accomwplished
gradually. 5thly. Vacciation has made little or no pro-
gress in the talooks, nor has any formal wisitation of the
talook dispensaries been made sinee their Institution.

“These and other points will probably elaim my suecessor’a
attention, and will, with the lsbour of superintending the
reat of the text-boolks, constitute o feld of active exertion
which the moat zealows will heve no reason to regard as too
limited, May he enter upon his labours with eourage, and
prosecute them with energy and hope”

We look upon the appointment of Dr. Fleming to the Su.
perintendency of the Schoal nas pladge that the great work,
atill to be accomplished, will be laboured af with equal
zenl and success, Bub it is a hopeful sign of the interest
and importance attached o the institution by Government,
that its new Prineipal will have the aid of an efficient Assis-
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tant. Both Dr. Maclean and Dr. Smith broke down under
the wear and tear of body and mind attendant on their
responsible position, the onervus duties of which they both

ed with either no assistance at all, or such as was
merely nominal.

It will give a partial idea of the disappointment and dis-
couragementz under which the late heradpgf thiz school has
laboured, to state that only enein £% or 12 out of G4 pug’ ;
“have pasied through aﬂ the courses and obtained their
final certificates, Of the rmmaining Afty-four, forty-nine
have left school at various stages of their propress, and five
sloue remain on the school-list. If one student out of five,
whom the SBuperintendent hes had the labour of instrueting,
perseverea to the end and securea his certificate, the propor-
tion though small, is as favourable as past experience will
warrant any one in entertaining.”

On the lata oecasion of givin their diplomas to the pass.
ed puapils, the Resident at the Nizam's Court, Col, Cuthbert
Davidaon, paid s graceful snd well-earned tribute to the
zeal, ability, and genersl as well as professional worth of
Dy, Bmith. The Dzamining Committes in their Bepor
have also done full justice to the out-gpoing Superintendent,
and the Secretary to the Qovernment of India has doled out
o him the usual - panermom of praise.” 1t isto ba hoped
that aome more solid and substantial evidence of ap-
preciation than a fow sterestyped phrases of approval and
of thanks will yet be accorded to so earmest a worker and
so sucessaful 4 tencher,





