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Griginal L rericles,

ON FOINTS OF INTEREST IN THE CASE OF
JENNIE P. CLARKE.!

BT MEDICAL EXANINEE J. 0. FINKHAN, M. D.

Ox the 2Tth of Febroary, 1879, at about five . o.,
an old trupk conlaining & dead body, afterwards proved
to be that of Jennie F. Clarke, of licstou Highlands,
was found on the enstern bank of the Swugus Hiver, in
Lyon, a few bondred feet below the bridge on the main
road leading from Lyou to Boston. The trunk had
been weighted with several bricks, and three ald porter
bottles, one of which, by & curious misculeulution, aa it
appeared, was empty and corked, thus acting as & buoy.
The nose of the vietim had been severed by a clean
cut, extending from the bridge downwards through
bunes aud cartileges, with the obvious purpose of pre-
venting the recognition of the body in ease it should be
diecovered. That this mutilation was secomplished
after death 1 assured myself from the fact that there
was oo injection of the edges of the wound, no retrac-
tion of the skin, aud no traces whatever of the copious
bleeding which rmust inevitably have occorred bad it
been effected during life.

The hair liad been cut, recently and hastily as it ap-
peared, inasmuch as the ends were irregular, and some
loose masses adhered to the person of the deceased.

An autopsy held a faw hours later developed the fact
that tha woman had died of peritonitis following, or
spcompanying, an abortion.

The probable conclusion that this was a case of erim-
inal sbortion waa one readily arrived at; for the ap-
parently desperate efforts made to conceal the body,
gnd to prevent its identifieation if found, were in them-
selves & coofession of crime. ]t was winter, and the
frozen state of the ground would render eecret burial
difficule; an open borial could not be had without a
certificate of death, which the guilty parties evidently
eould not well obtain without risk of expesure. The
conclusion, then, that & crime had been committed bav-
ing been reached, the problem of determining who com-
mitted it was one for the officers of the law, with the
assistance, perbaps. of the medical examiner, to solve.
I'he task proved in this case to be oo easy one, the
chiel obstacle arising from the fact that for several
weeks no identification of the body could be established ;
but detective skill at last trivmphed ; and the felony
was laid at the door of one Mre. Goodrich, who was

racticing a8 a clairvoyant physician on Lagrange Street,
pﬁmmn, fwrtain “ Dr." Himball, also of ngfnn. and
another man, the supposed seducer of the girl, being
vamed s accessories. These parties were promptly
indicted by the grand jury. and the two former brought
to trisl in September, 1879, The array of evidence
was overwhelmiogly againat the accased, but, thanks
to our absurd system of jury triala, they were not
convicted, the jury standing eleven for conviction to
one oppssed.  The only reason the one obstiuate jury-
man would give for not agresiog o coovict was that
ue one saw the pariies perform the criminal act A
second triul, which oceurred in October following, re-
sulted in the conviction of Goedrich and Kimball, and
they are now serving out their sentences, the former of
ten uod the latter of seven years' impriscument. The

1 Read at the Annual Meeting of the Masspchusetts Medice-1
Society, June 8, 1850, sl

other mccersory has never been tried. There was File
of medico-legal interest deseloped at the trials, the pris-
cipal ling of defense adopted by the eounsel lor the ae-
cused not involving the necessity of overthrowing the
medical teastimony. It was shown, however, by the wit-
uesses for the government, that Jennia P. Clarke wasin
the fourth month of pregnancy ; that she left the place
where she was at service in Boston Highlands on the
12th of February, and went directly to the houss of
Mre. Goodrich, on Lagraoge Street, where on the ane
day she was operated upon by Mra. Goodrich, in some
manner not ascertained, for the purpose of procurog
an sbortion ; that at 9.30 A M., on the following day,
February 15th, she went to the house of Miss Foregthe
in Somerville ; that on her arrival at this place she
seemed to be sufferiug frem “a cold; " that oo Febre
ary 14ih she was taken quita ill, and * had pains ll
through her;™ that she aborted oo the 18th, and. after
suffering in the manver nsual in canes of puerperal per-
tonitia, died at two P. M., February 25th ; that on the
26th the nose and hair were cut off by Kimball, the
body packed into the tronk, and, on the night of the
same day, which was dark and miny, taken ina ar
riage to the bridge before mentioned and thrown over
the railing into the water.

S0 much for history. I come now to the consider-
tion of some points of especial interest in this case. |
do not think it necessary to weary you with all the de-
tails of the mutopsy, but will bring out the essential
fucts, a8 they are needed in the discussion,

IDENTIFICATION OF THE BODT.

In their efforts to prevent the identification of ibe
body the crimioals in thie case mauifested consider
able shrewdness in cutting off the nose ; for the effet
of depriving the face of this importsot feature is very
largely to destroy its characteristic expression. |
show at this point two pictures of Jennie P. Clarke
ona taken when in health, the other from the ded
body several days mfier the autopsy. Io the lawer
the teeth appear much more than when the body wa
discovered, owing to some post-mortem retraction of
the lips, but otherwise the likeneas is quite accurte
While I was making the autopsy a member of the po-
lice force in Lynn confidently asserted that the bods
was that of one Miss C., who was known to bo preg:
nant, who had declared lier intention of getting rd of
the fetas, and who had dizsppesred from among bet
friends some two weeks previously. She bad pre
ferred & charge of bastardy agminst & cortain pasnf.
and thus these facts became known to tha polics, whe
had kept watch of her. Im order to make assarua
doubly sure, & brother-ip-law of the young woman we
sent for, and the autopsy sospended to allow bim i
look opon the face. He came in, excited aod e
bling, und after some hesitation declared his belief thal
the dead body was that of his wife's sister; but a fov
hoors later she was found in a boarding-houss. oo
caaled from her friends and just recovering from a8
abortion. This was only the beginuing of a long &
ries of positive identifications, all but the last ending
gither in finding the person alive, or in the develop
ment of some other circumstance which disproved 1
supposed identity. One man from a neighboriug W=
declured the remains to be those of his daoghter whe
was missing from home, he being convineed to the o
trary only by the discovery n.% the ernog ooe 183
bouse of ill-fame in Boston. Anocther man was &F
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that it was bis niece, but she, too, was found. Tn my
apinion thess strange mistakes wera the result of the
pecaliar effect produced by cutting off the nose. Had
the mutilation been carried so far as to destroy all
the features, those who were serking to identify the
bod{ wonld have been obliged to depend upon some
mark or scar, and in this they would be much less
likely to ba deceived. althouph such an octurrence
would be quite possible. In death, of coorss, thosa
pecaliarities of expreasion which result from the play
of the fucial muscles, aud from the eyes, aro lost en-
tirely. Jenoie Clarke was bf medium size, had toler-
ably regular features, aud brown hair, — & description,
in brief, which appliea to a very large number of
young women, lmagine thesa faces deprived of their
living expression, and of their moat prominent feature,
the nose, and you cun understand to what a condition
of uniformity all would be redoced, and what confusion
might arise from the attempt to identify. As it
proved in this case the wilnesses to the real identifica-
ton, whils meserting that they recognized the body
feom it general features, yet bad all of them some
mark or scar upon which they depended to fortify their
conclusions. Among the points mentioned were a
small, smooth, somewhat pigmented wart wpen the
back of the left hand ; reven very small moles on the
inner napect of left fore-arm ; & linear scar on the left
side of the neck cauned by the lancing of an abscess;
the slight overlapping of the frout teeth, ete.

With a stupidity only equaled by that shown in
wing u bottle empty and corked as m sinker, the girl's
car-rings bad been allowed to remain in their places,
the corresponding pendants being afterwards discov-
ered ot home. ‘These were recognized by a number
of persons, and formed an importnt link in the chain
of evidonce establishing the ideniity. Facta like thesa
show the importance of noting, at the autopsy of an
unknown person, every peculiarity of appearance, how-
ever trivial, that may iu any way serve as a means of
recognition. A similar importance, in my opinion, at-
toches to measurements of the body, the length of the
arm, the circumforance of the neck, of the chest over
the mipples, of the waist and hips, the length of the
bedy, & shoemaker's measarement of the foot, ete. ; for
in cuse of non-identification before the destruction of
the body by the process of decay, these, as serving lo
show whether certain garments would fit the deceased
or not, might be of the greatest value.

AGE:

The general appearance of the body of Jennie P.
Clarke was that of a young person. The hair pre-
seuted no trace of gray, the skin was fair and free
from wrinkles, and the teeth in general well preserved.
But this deseription, obviously, might apply to a woman
anywhere from age of maturity to that of forty or per-
E’rlpa forty-five, and could not be relied upon as furnish-
ivg data for any caleulation approaching exmctness.
Owing, perhaps, 1o the effect of the final illoess upon
the face, the tendency in this case was to overestimate
the sge. Homo even placed it between thirty and
forty. Bat, as it happened, more reliable data for
determining the age were furnished by the denfer
sapieniiz. On m-ﬁi::g a thorough examination, after
relaxation of the jaws hed ocourred, it was found that
the wisdom teeth of the upper jaw bad emerged, while
thosa of the lower jaw were still beneath the goms.
Ooe of the latter a.pp-e:nred to have been just on the

point of emerging, for on making an incision throngh
the gum it eama in sight. The wisdom testh are said
by authorities to appear usoally between the ages of
saventeen and twenty-two. They manifest, however,
great irregolarities in regard to the time of their erop-
tion. Amn intallifgent ntist informed me that he
had been not wonfrequently consulted by persons from
twenty-five to forty years of who were baving
tronble with the eruption of their wisdom teeth. Oc-
casionally one or more of them never appear at all,
and they may emerge before the age of seventeen,
They are liabla to decay early, it beivg no wnusual
circumstance for them all to be lost within a few years
after their appearance. In such & ease one might, per-
hups, be deceived by their wbsence into the belief that
they bad never appeared. So, also, if one of the other
molars should be lost early in life, the gap in this way
made might be Alled by the eruption of the remaining
teeth, and thus, there being but two molars present,
the wisdom tooth, in the absence of any of the char-
acigriatic appenrances of the crown, might be mistaken
for the second molar, and the erroneoun couclusion ar-
rived at that the former had oot emerged. The med-
ieal examiver, always ou his guard, as he most be,
egaioat such soarces of error, can make himself sure
in regard to all thess poiuts by dissection. The con-
clusion in this case, based upon the statement of aver-
ages by the authoritics, was that the girl was not far
from tweuty years of age, and this proved to be cor-
roit,

It was not thought necessary to seck for any addi-
tional evidence in regard to the sge in the skeleton,
for this would not perish for & long time, and conld, if
any important question should arise and make it seem
advisable, be subsequently examined.

CONDITION IN LIFE.

The body was clothed in a conrse white cotton night-
dress trimmed with Hamburg edging, and a cheap-look-
ing merinog under-vest. The person of the deceased
liad evideatly been well cared for by herself doring life,
as the finger and tos nails were short and clean, while
tho cars, scalp, and teeth, parts usually neglected by the
nocleanly, showed mo traces of oeglect. The hands
were delicate, and there were no calluses upon the fin-
gers or palma indicating that the decassed lad been nec-
customed to any employment likely to canse a thicken-
ing of the cuticla. We could not thus exclude hoose-
work from the list of possible occupations, for the rea-
son thut the frequent soakiog of the bands in sonp and
water, a8 in washing clothes and dishes, would have a
tendeocy to prevent the formution of calluses. From
the facts given we were, [ think, justified in inferring —

(L) That the deceased wes in humble circometances.

(2.) Thut she did pot belong to what can properly
be styled a low class,

That she was not a prostitute, unless, perchanes, she
might ba just beginning a career of shame, seemed
probable from the fact that she bad sborted ; for it is
well known that confirmed prostitutes seldom conesive,
or if they do, that they abort at the next succesding
mevstrual period, a8 a result of the constant sexual ex-
citement 0 which they are subjected. withoot being
themselves aware of their pregnancy.  And besides, the
probability was extremely small that any such desper-
ata efforts would be made to coneesl the dead body of
one who was known s u nymphe du pavé, for her bad
character would in all likelihood be relied vpon o pre-
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vent any interest being taken io ber death, or investi-
gation made of its canse.  As subrequently ascertaioed,
Jeonie P. Clarks wus a domestic iu & family of moder-
ats means.

TIME OF DEATH.

Granted the complete cooling of & body, the tinfe of
death may be approximately determined by the pres-
ence or absence of cadaveric rigidity and of the signs
of deeomposition. In the case under cousideration the
body was, when discovered, frorzen, the more exposed
parts, aa the extremities, quite firmly, those protected
by the clothing toa less d Around the abdomen
was a swathe and bemeath this the flesh was very
slightly frozen. All the joints were stiff, wlether from
the freezing or rigor mortis, or both combined, 1 was
anable &t the time todecide. In straightening out the
bady to plase it wpon the table nearly all the largs
joiots, which were in a state of Hexion, were forcibly
extonded ; and these thereafier retained their flexibil-
ity ; but when thawing of the flesh had occurred it was
found that the jaws, und other jointa which had not
been distorbed, retnined for a time their rigidity, thus
proving that the rigor mortis had not departed. Cas-
par says, * The stiffvess of a frozen body can never be
confounded with the rigor mortis ; for a frozen body is
from head to foot as atiff as & board, while in cadaveric
rigidity the extremities, particularly at the elbow and
kuu‘jainb, always preserve a certain amount of mobil-
ity.” !  Surely be cannol mean this statement to apply
to & partizlly frozen bedy, nor wouhl le accuse of un-
pardonable dullness one who in such & case was un-
able to render an immediate decision.

The presence of esdaverie rigidity would place the
body in the second period of Devergie, and lead to the
inferenca that death had ocecurred from ten hours to
three days previonsly? Dut evidenily great caution
was to be exercired in drawing such & conclusion, be-
anuse tha extreme cold to which the body must have
been subjected to produoce freezing would, if it did not
basten the development of cadaveric rigidity, certainly
retard its departure. A similar effect might be ex-
pected from immersion in cold water At low tem-
peratures (#6° to 45° F.) bodies have been known to
retain their rigidity for eight or ten days.  Lielow the
freezing point they might, perhaps, retain it much lon-

r.

The bedy was quite fresh in its peneral appearance.
There was & bloi-h-green discoloration of the loine, ex-
tending at some points over the abdomen newrly or
quite o the median live of the body. The skin of
these parts was elsewhere of & vivid red. A bad odor
was perceived about the genitals, but the subsequent
developments as to the cause of death showed that
this edor could not reasonsbly be regarded as the re-
sult of past-mortem change.

A greenish discoloration of the abdomen is men-
tioned * aa the first sign of commencing putrefaction,
aod it appears, on an average, io from one to three
days after death. But in estimating the value of this
sign in any given case the temperatom is obviously to
be taken into the account. On the 27th of February,
the day on which the body was found, the temperature,

#s recorded at the City Hall in Lyon, was, at eight |

A. M., 24° F.; atons P. . 24" F.; atsix p. w0 23° F.

1 Forenaic Medicine, vol. | p. 30,

£ “l'aylor's Principles of Medical Jorispradenes, vel. i. p. 88,

& Jbed., 5.

L ﬂl.'!pl-l'il i:nrnn:k Medicine, vol. 1. po 3. Tayler'as Medical
Jarisprodencs, vol. . p. 83,

The maximom for the twenty-four hours ending u
eight A. u., Febroary 28th, was 27° F., aud the min-
in:um 7° F. Thus we ses that for twelve boon u
s, wioos to the autopsy, which tock i
eight gﬂm. the body was Erpnmd o s mwmre
considerably below the freezing point, and that say
putrefactive chavge would be ocut of the question
‘This is based vpon the supposition that the trunk had
been in its position oo the bank of the river durisg
the whole of that day. This ia measurably certain, be-
cause it had besn seen quite early in the moring by
a parson who thought it & pile of drift-wood, or some-
thing of the sort. On the 26th of Febroary the maz-
imum temperature was 49° F., and the minimam
22.5° F. On the 25th the mazimom was 33° F., and
the minimum 15° F. Previous to this the weather
was atill colder. We conld not of course tell with
cartainty in what condition the body had been kep
before it was thrown ioto the river, but as the univer-
#al custom is to put deasd bodies, lightly covered, it
a cold room, with, perhaps, the windows open, we ant
at liberty, I think, w assome that this body had been
kept conlinuonely at a temperature which would reo-
dor the process of putrefaction a very slow ooe, Bot
there ia still another circumstance to ba considersd
The autopsy proved the existence of an intenss per-
tonitis. It 18 well known that those parts that am
inflamed ut the time of death take on the putrefuctive
process more regdily than healthy tissue. Sometimes,
indeed, it begins before death, as when gangrens oc
curs. And in this case, slsg, the septicemia, whid,
perhaps, invariably accompanies puerperal peritonits,
would predispose the body still more strongly to the
putrefuctive ch The temperature of those dying
of an acule infective disesse is often very bigh. Isll
not possible that the greenish dizcoloration of the sb-
domen in this case, the first sign of putrefaction, u it
i+ called, might have arisen hetwean the time of death
and that of the entire couliog of the body? If we
should allow the increased tendency to putrefaction
resulting from the mode of death to offset the retsd-
ing iutlueuce of the low temporaturs, and fall buck
upon our averages, we should infer that death bed
aecurred from one to three days previously, the same
eonclusion essautinlly ss that arrived at from the pres
euce of the rigor mortis, As it proved, the girl had,
at the time of the begioning of the autopay, been desd
Jjuat fifty-four bours, two and one fourth days

CAUSE OF DEATH.

The cause of death has been already stated s pen-
tonitis following or accompanyiog an abortion. A
brief statement of post-mortem nees, taken in
substance from the record of the autopay, will show
apon what evidences this conclosion as to the canse of
deuth was based: On laying open the abdominal
cavity & thin, bloody serum exuded. The peritoocl
membrane was everywhers injected, and in pleces
particularly over and in the neighborhood of the lirer,
covered with & layer of lymph. ‘The pelvic cuvity wis
partially filled with & thiu, feetid pus. The pelvicor
gans were matted together, and covered with a shreddy
layer of lymph. OUn the left side was & sort of sac
formed by adhesions of opposed periioneal sorfaces
and filled with pus. This bag of pus was at first mi=
taken for an abscess, but & careful examioation -
vealed its true character. The appearunces deseribed
would warraot the inferéoce that the inflammato?
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process began somewhere in the pelvic cavity, and
that it bad extended, but & short time before death, to
the parts ahove the brim. The proofs that an abortion
bad sezurred may be summarily stated as follows: —

(1) The volva was dark-colored and open, and
emitied & bad odor. The vagina was injected, iu-
lensely o in its upper park. 8 o8 uteri waa pato-
lous, sixteen mm, in breadth, margios soft and black.

(2) The interior of the ulerus was covered with a
black, shreddy slime. On the right side, pear the fon-
dus, was a roogh, raised, spongy-looking portion, ob-
vipusly tha peint of & placental attachment.

(3.) The utercs was enlarged. lis dimensions, sa
given below, wers taken after it had been kept for
wme monthes in alechol, and must be regarded s
slighly reduced from those which existed at the time

of the sutopey : —

Oowide length . T « = 185 mm.
Quotside breadeh (rreatest) I BO TOiFm.
Carity of cervix, length e e . . Admm
Carity of body, length A & na &5 mm,
Total length of vterine eavity . . . 110 mm.
Breadth cl:i:i' [greatest) . . . 55 mm,
‘Thickness of wall, corvix . . . . 13 mm.
Thickoesa of wall, bady . i . § 14 mm.
Thicknees of wall ni placental site, right alda

Inul 5|:|c1|;||.ﬁ11].;' the BPOnEY mul} . . 17 mm.
Idem on lefe sids opposite placental site . 10 mm.
Idem at fandos (proloogation of line of inter-

nal messprement) . . . . . lBmm.

{4.) The pvaries were dark purple, and in the left
was what appaared to be a true corpus loteum of preg-
oaney, it being soperficial in location, firm in texturs,
ensily enucleated, and presenting on section a bright
orange-vellow, convoluted wall, 2.5 mm. in breadth, and
a glisteniog white clot with a enntral cavity. Its great-
est lenpth was 21 mm., and breadth 14 mm.

(5.} The breasts were full, and pressuted areclm of
a light brown eolor, with a faw papulen. On pressure
milk exuded io considerabls quantity from both breasts.

In view of ull these faots it was to ba regarded ms
certain, from a medical point of view, that an abortion
had oesurred, aud that the inflammation which was
the direct cause of death was its sequence.
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