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Ovarioromy StaTisTics.—Our readers will remem-
ber that in the JourNAL of Oct. 25, 1884, we pub-
lished a brief letter from Prof. Donald Maclean,
correcting a simple errorin the date of an ovariotomy
alluded to by him, in a debate in the Section of
Obstetrics and Diseases of Women of the American
Medical Association, at the last annual meeting,
which was followed in the JournaL of Nov. 13, by
a note from Dr. R. S. Sutton, saying that he had a
¢ Death Certificate”’ of another case, and asking if
Prof. Maclean would add this to his previous correc-
tion. To this the latter replied in the JourNAL of
Nov. 29, declaring tkat if such certificate existed, it
was either a gross blunder or a forgery. To offset
this, Dr. Sutton promptly forwarded to us the cer-
tificate he held, asking for its early publication. It
was in the usual form of death certificates used in
cities where such are required by law, and on its face
gave the cause of death as ¢ Owvariotomy.””  But
careful examination showed that it was not signed
either by the attending physician of the deceased or
the operating surgeon. And furthér information
showed that the signer of the certificate had done it
to accommodate the undertaker, and had given the
cause of death as a ““ Surgical Operation’ without
assuming to know or state what kind of operation it
was. Afterwards some other party, whom we have
not been able to identify, crossed out the words
“¢ Surgical Operation,’” and inserted the word ““Ova-
riotomy '’ without the knowledge of the signer of
the certificate. In that condition it appears to have
Dbeen sent to Dr. Sutton. Of course, suck a certifi-
cate is utterly worthless, except as an example of how

carelessly many death certificates are filled, and we
refused to publish it.

From several sources, including Prof. Maclean
himself, we learn that the death to which the cer-
tificate referred, was that of a lady who had suffered
many years, and until near the stage of fatal exhaus-
tion, not from ovarian cysts on tumors, but from
such symptoms as are supposed to be sometimes
relieved by Battey's operation or technically O6pho-
rectomy, which operation was performed just before
the patient died.

When we published, a few weeks since, in this
JourNAL, the case of Successful Ovariotomy, by Dr.
Geo. E. Ranney, of Lansing, Mich., we had no
knowledge of the fact, that the same case had already
been reported by Dr. E. W. Jenks, of Detroit, and
published in the Medical Age of that city. The
number of the Age containing it had escaped our
observation. Having published the case as reported
by Dr. Ranney, we could not properly refuse to pub-
lish the letters of both Drs. Jenks and Ranney, in
which each gives his own exposition of facts and
circumstances in full, by which we think every atten-
tive reader will infer that as the two gentlemen had
mutually participated in the performance of an im-
portant surgical operation, they should have equally
cobperated in’ reporting it for publication. Hav-
ing given both parties a full hearing, we do not feel
at liberty to encumber our pages with any further
personal controversy on the subject.





