July 19, 1890.]

LETTERE TO MY HOUSE PHYBICIANS,
Br WILLIAM OSLER, M. D,

BALTINOBE.
Lermze I
Fuzmvue, Moy Iy, 16899,

Dzax L.: This In & charmlog town, boautifully sltuated ab the south-
wesatern god of the Bleok Forest, and with 2 medical facolty which at-
tracts ptudonts from all parts of Germany and oot s few from abrosd,
During the past few years the number of men in attendance has risen
rapldly and the semester baa reached slx hundred. T met bere my
friend Bamsay Wright, of Toronto University, and together wo saw
much of intorest.

Biumler, who has chargs of the medical clinis, is & man of about
forty-five, and we are very much iodebted to him for making our short
gtay here agreeabls and profitable. He was in London et the German
Hospitsl, aod subseguently practioed there ae o consultant for nioe yeams,
when hs waa called to the chair of medicine. The medical wards, con.
teining about one bundred and twenty beds, are very convenlently ac-
ranged, and the plan of baving a geparate lecture.reom for each depart-
ment, which is almost universal at German universities, is very advan-
tageous. Thers are three aealatants, the first of whom, Dr. Reinhold,
has been here threa years, and, an in customary, ia appointed for an in-
definite terrn, The second and third aeslstants remsin for cmé or two
yeart. In addition, four men are pemed for pcr.loth of tllm: munthn- o
aot a8 cliniral clerks in the warda, Jicilizod oy .
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SPE(TAL ARTICLES.

[¥. ¥, Mzp. Joue,

To-day's routine was as followa: At ¥ 4. the professor gave a
didactic lecturs {of which five are delivered weekly) ro about a dozen
students, the small number belog doe to a holiflay yesterday and In part,
oo donbt, to the fact that sttendanco upon these systematic lectures In

‘not compulaory, The subject was IMacaeed of the (Esaphagus, and
gpontaneous ruptars, perforation, and hemorrhags wers discussed in &
most exbaustive manner. Afterward, in his private room, Dr. Bilumler
raizad the question of the valus of auch teaching to the medical student
and suggeated that the same might ba gotin ashorter time from books.
Poseibly ; snd, though I am strongly oppesed to our present syatem of
over-lecturing, I could oot but feel that the men who had latened and
taken notes hed got their information in & much mors interecting and
instructive maoner than if they bad read the aubjects in any text-book,
Indeed, I do not kmow of any one Pradies which contained all the in-
formation given o the three quartera of an bour. The queation must
be discumsed temperately, as it has two eldes, one of which 1a ably pre-
sentad in the May number of the Mao Rerine in o Locturs agrinat Lec-
turing, by Professor Sedpwick.

One thiog in the lecture-room plessed me greatly @ amund the walls
ware fnscribed on each nide—above the namee of Hippocrates, Galen,
Vesaliup, and Harvey, and beneath theso in groupa—those of the great
clinfclane of all conntries ; and It warmed my heatt to dee, aa the rep-
regentatives of Americs, the namee of Flint and of dear old Dr, Bow-
ditch. At 8 o"clock the vislt to the warde was made and new or spe-
aially interesting cases exsmined, In commenting upon s case of typh-
litls, Binealer apoke of the great froquency of recovery in this disssse,
which he theught, as Is now almost oniversally sccepted, wue always at
frst an affection of the appendix. The tendency toward early opera-
tion wes, in his opinfen, at preeent too sfrong, 1 mentioned the casa
¥hich we had In the wards 2 few months sgo, and which wes oertainly
a most engouraging one in sopport of early interference ; but who can
sy whother the small locallzed abscess found by De. Halatad at the
point of the appendix might not have healed, or at sny rate pobsided,
ns the infammation had done in a previous sttack ' B4l no one will
deny that the lad ks wot better without his rodimentary appendage.

At nlne o'eleck the students mtsembled in the large ward, in the
center of which chairs were arranged on either side of a bed, & mathod
which Is followed it the case of fever patients, and other casea too 1l
to talce to the auditeriom. A Pracicont, a8 o final stodent in ealled,
wae then ssked to examine the patiehit before the class, end an hour
was oocupled in the therough fnventigation of the case—one of typhoid
fever. Comments were made on each interesting featute, and the
symptomRA summed up Io s clesr snd orderly fashion, most Instructive
to the class, the members of which hed an cpportunicy of afterward
locking at tho case, Typhold patlents sre unlformly bathed whenever
the temperature rises to 108° ¥, and no internal aptipyretics are used.
The good effects sre not, It 18 thought, confined to the lewering of the
fovar. The mortality is here ooly about elght per cent. lower than in
the ordinary srmptomatie metlod ; but you shall bear much more on
this subject. A convenlence which we do not always see In American
hospitets ia the stand In esch ward for the ezzmination of the ureine,
and B microscope with the necespary reagents. A clinfe is held daily,
and on Wednesdny it lnsts two hours ; a0 we concloded that the Frei-
butg professor did & wery full day’s work before tem o'clock in the
morning. In ancther ward we found waiting feur cendidates for the
Baate-Eromen—the test demanded by the Biate mnd which is & very
formidable affair, lasting for several days in each pubject. We then
went to the post.mortem toom to see a cass of bullet-wound of the
brain. Zlegler, the professor of pathology, came here last year from
Tiihingen, and lends additional strength to the faculty, as be is one of
the moat progressive of the vounger goneration of workers in hie de.
partment, To Eoglish end Americen students he hes become well
known throogh Medlister's tranelation of hie work on pathologicsl
anstomy, which hos had an exiragrdinary success here, & sixth edition
being in coures of publication, He is & young-looking men, with &
plensing, frank maooer, and he guve we a besrdy welcome and asked us
ta pome to the poat-mortem room to gee an examination of three ate.
danta for the Lcenge {Saats- Fraswen), snd & moat practical test it was,
The men drew lois for trunk, head, and position of scribe. The pour
fallow who began tha work had evidenily not been & diligent attzndant

in the poat-mortem room, for he bungled the inepection of the shdomen
anid thorar in & shocking manner. The examination of the heari—the
posa aringrtsn of dipsection—Ioosened hie pweat centers, but Fisgler
dealt with bim moat gently, considering the repoated agpravations, We
conld not walt to sce the end, an it waa 8 matter of saveral honra, In
additlon to this searching examination, thers are others in pathological
hietelogy and general pathology. Voo Eabiden, the Docent in pathole-
£¥. showed us the laboratory, which is not large buot vary wall aquip-
ped, particularly for histologicsl work. We afterward apent a vary
pleasant evening with Zisgler and von Eahlden, both of whom are
genlal, octable mon,  Ziegler raust be woat Induattions, as, in addition
to the teaching, which gocupies, he seid, st least three hours & day, the
revition of his text-book hes been ¢onbinuously in band, the editicns
baving followed each other so rapldly; then he edita his Beifrdge, which
beg Leeome & moet important pethological journal, and recently, In
conjunetion with voo Eahlden, he has established the Cmiralbiz? for
Pylologie, By the wey, I have sent oot von Eahblden’s new book on
bistological methods, Call the attention of 5. {o the ssction on Ehr.
lich's blood metheds, which seems fuller than In wsually gi"u'en. To-
day wo saw Zfegler porforr & most Intereating sutopay before the class
in a pare of holletwound of the brmin. Early in April the young lad
had attempted sulcide, nnd bad discharged a revolver twice at his head.
One bullet Sattened against the frontal sinds, whero it was found post
mortem ; tha second passed throvgh the left hemisphers to the oeelpical
lobe, whera it lay on the median surface close to the cunens, Thers
was a firm-welied tract in the comrss of the bullet.  An opemtion for
ahscesa bad been performed vesterday, apparently only by enlargement
of the ariginal orifics and the insartion of & desinegeduba. There was
extengive basio meningitia, The boy was hemiplegic and apbesic, bot
wa did not learn whether un examination of his vizoal fislds hed been
made, which would have besn of great interest considering the posi-
tion, of the bullet in the cocipitl lobe.

One of the assistants showed us throogh the new surgical elinbe,
which Iz mot vet completed. The opersting theatte i3 very well ae.
ranged, with & compoaition etone floor and iren frames for the scats, so
that the whole room can be fushed with the hose and thorooghly
oleansed. Carbelle aecid 15 the chief disinfectant, biehloride belng
rarely used, and the gauze for dresalngs 1a slmply steritized,

The Austomieal Inptitate in & fine new building, of about the size of
one of the pay-wards, with a large lecture-room In the rear, Prolessor
Wiedeareheim is In charge, and, aa is uetomary in German universition,
ia an anatomist in the wide and proper senes of the term, haring to teach
boman and comparative anatomy and histology. One of his asslsiants
taked the aurgical anatomy, and this roally meets tho objection one
often heara urged in Americs against a pute anstomlst teaching moedi.
cal students. In & well-equipped apatomical department how easy it
would be fo have one of the surgleal asslatants lewch the senior atu-
dents the aurgical relations of the subject in special courses | The ana-
tomical lectorergom i one of the beat 1 have gesn—high and epagions,
with splendid lght from the roof end sides, In the center of the arens
in & trap.door with hydraulic arrengemant, by which, on terrdng s key in
the floar, & table ascends from the preperation-reom below, Wieders-
heim is & beautiful dravghteman, sod the blackboards were coversd
with alaborate dicgrame, In colored chalks, of the origin of the oranial
netves.  In the achemats which he thus makes of the nervous system

“{rom day to day he always uses the seme colored chall to indicate the

same stiuctnre at different levala.

A man who has brought muoch renown to the university I Wels-
mann, the professor of zoology, whose writings on heredity sod Dar.
winipm bave atiracted so much attentioh. Ia a pecent pamphlet,
[sber diz Hypothee dner Vererbung von Verlodrungen, ba mukes o
ptrong eritelam of the recorded instances of the inberitance of pocal-
isritiea of structure scquired by accldent or dissase. His collected es-
says have been lssued in English by the Clarenden Press, st Oxford,
and form, pechaps, the moat notable contributions to the theory of ave-
jution which have been mads during the past decada.

Wa came to the conclusion that Frefhurg had & moat progreseive
university, and certalnly, o far se medicine, pathtdogy, and anatomy
are concerned, the poat-graduate student will -fiod. evefything that he
oould destre, L= ] =





