Mipwives 1IN THE TIME oF, QUEEN Eriza-
BETH.—The following curious oath is record-
ed in the Medical Press as the condition up-
on which Mistress Eleoner Pead received a
license from the Archbishop of Canterbury,
in 1567, to practice midwifery :

“I, Eleoner Pead, admitted to the office
and occupation of a midwife, make oath that
I will faithfully and diligently exercise the
said office according to such cunning and
knowledge as God has given me, and that I
will be ready to help and aid as well poor as
rich women being in labor and travail of
‘child, and will always be ready, both to poor
and rich, in exercising and executing of my
said office. Also, I will not permit or suffer
that any woman being in travail shall name
any other to be the father of her child than
only he who is the right and true father
thereof ; and that I will not suffer any other
body’s child to be set, brought, or laid before
any woman delivered of child in the place of
her natural child, so far forth as I know and
understand. Also, I will not use any kind
of sorcery or incantation in the time of the
travail of any woman; and that I will not
_destroy the child born of any woman, nor
out nor pull off the head thereof, or other-
wise dismember or hurt the same, or suffer
it to be hurt or dismembered by any manner
of way or means. Also, that at the minis-
tration of the sacrament of baptism in the
time of necessity, I will use apt and accue-
tomed words of the same sacrament—that is
to say, these words following, or the like in
effect : I christen thee in the name of the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, and
none other profane words, and that in such
time of necessity, in baptising any infant
born, and pouring water upon the head of
the same infant, I will use pure and clean
water, and not any rose or damask water, or
water made of any confection or mixture ;
and that I will certify to the curate of the
parish church of every such baptising.”





