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AMERICAN MEDICINE OF THE EIGHT-

EENTH CENTURY.*

By Georce Wythe Coox, M. D, LL. D,
Washingten, I C,

Unlike the moral sdences—which are based on
more or less determined principles—medicine as a
science has greatly aroumscribed TELEON
of the small knowledge we have had the in-
tricate physiclogical functions of the body, and our
no less limited understanding of the pathological
changes, as weil as dense ignorance as to the causes
of theze changes, to say nothing of our imperfect
understanding of the physiclogical and therapeutic
effect of the so called remedics we are accustemed
to use, 50 that our practice has necessarily been
largely empirical Measured by the light of today,
medical men of the sighteeath eentu ven in the
old countries—were groping in the twilight of grear
uncertainty.

These reflections are not prompted by a2 censo-
rious tf:il. but merely emphasize the difficulty by
which the scicnce of medicine, even under the most
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favorable Groumstances, is encompassed. There-
fore in undertaking a study of Amercan medicine
of the cighteen century we must keep in mind the
Imdtations by which medical men this country
and of that pericd were circumscribed.  We must
remember that they lived in a new and sparsely pop-
ulated country, that they were thousands of miles
removed {rom the cenfres of cvilization, with a
broad ocean lying between, which in thoss days it
toak weeks to traverse, and when the transit had
been accomplished the fountaing of medical science
from which they could drink were shallow indeed!
But they had a thirst for knowledge and many of
them sought these springs and imbibed with avidity
such knmowledge as was to be obtained. They were
qualified by preliminary education, too, and it is sur-
prismg at what an carl fteen years—many
of them received their Lterary degrees. That th
were thorough is evidenced by the fact that cac
one wrote his thesis in Latin and defended the opin-
iois theréin expressed in the same language. .

There was no mefical schoel in America until
after the middle of the cightcenth cemtury. The
method of instruction was by a system of appren-
ticeship which extended over o pericd of from three
10 seven yrars—a most valuable method of instruc-
tiom, for it brought the student into closs contact
with his master, enabling him to acquire the latier's
methods in the most practical way. Many of these
men had been bom and edocated in Europe belore
coming to the New World, and their students in
turn went to Euvrope in order to obtain a medical
degree. It is not intended o intimate that all prac-
titioners were so well educated, for such was not
the case, but in 3 study of this kind it is only right
o E“ first place to the best.

. idering the sparse popiilation of not more

than three hundred thousand at =1Jl|.: n;i:rll:g of
the eighteenth century, strung out along t tantic
mboird from lhamgrk bound coast of New Eng-

land to the sunny shores of Georgia, remote from
the centres of eivilization, we should scarcely ox-
pect to find among 4 ploncer people struggling with
the wilderness and battling with savages any who
cauld find time or opportunity {or scientific pursuit.
¥et there were some who stood as shining lights in
science and shoubd be of intevest to us as medical
men, though they may be overshadowed, in the view
of the gpeneral public, by the clergy, the statesman,
and the soldisr,

Perhaps the most interesting and notable event
securring in the medizal annals at the beginning of
the ?ﬂiud with which we are dealing was the acni-
monious controversy eriginating in Beston aver the
introduction of inoculation for smallpos, the grear

ponist of that procedure being the redoutable
Eﬁtm Mather, of witcherait fame, a distinguished
potitician and divine,

In 1718, Dr. William Douglass, an educated and
astule Scotchman, eame to Hoston, bringing with
him among other sclentific papers, one written by
an Talian nmamed Timoni and communicated by
Dioctor Woadward, in 1717, to the Royal Society of
Londen, describing the method of mocilation as
practised amon 5!1: Turks, Though not on the
best terme with Mather, Douglass. gave him among
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others this paper on Turkish Incculation, Small-
pox was raging in and about Boston, and Mather
was profoundly iﬁprmcd with the Turkish method
of inoculation. He proposed to Dooglass that be
give the method a trmal, but Douglags ridiculed the
wea, a3 did other Boston physicians to whom
Mather proposed it.  But the resolute ofd clergymman
was not deterred by the rebulfs of the Boaston phy-
sicians.

There lived in Brookline, contigucus to Boston,
gr. Zabdiel Boylston, whose father, Dr. Thopuas

oylston, an lizhman  havi the dﬁ" of
M. D from DEX.TFD!'I‘], in nmjuu;:;m with Dr, John
Cutter, an eminent physician and surgeon of Bos-
ton, directed his education, though it does “nti’p-
pear that he ever received the doctor’s degree. Yet
he was a distinguished ician and besides was
noted for his interest in botany and natural history,
To him Mather proposed that he undertake the
work.  Boylston readily assented and “entered
eageriy into the scheme to stamp out the plague™
Boylston must have been a man of strong convic-
tion and rare courage, {or notwithstanding the vio-
lent and thieatening opposition of medical men, the
clergy, and the laity, the first subject whom he
inaculated was his only son, 2 lad of thirtcen years;
then two negro servants were likewise inoculated,
all of which operations were entirely soccessful.

The controversy was sharp and stubborn, the op-
pusition being led by Dr. Willlam Douplass, w
whom Mather originally proposed that he initiate
the procedure, assisted by D, Lawrenee Dalhonde,
a Frenc . who had a large practice in Boston.
Many of the clergy denounced the practice from
eeir pulpats, and the New Ewnglend Courant, a pa-
per edated n part 'b{ Benjamin Franklin, was active
i opposition, Mather and and their sup-
porters were ecuted unmercifully, Boylston
was assaunited an the steests, atempds were made
to burm his house, and bombs were thrown inte his
and Mather's hooses, Netwithstanding this vehe-
faeng tion the practice was so successiul that
it gai steadily, and doctors established privats
heapitals Tor the purpese of inoculation,

utchinson, quoted by Packard, says: “In the

r 1721, and fiest part of 1722, Doctor Boylston
moculated 247 persoms ; thirty-nine were inoculated
by other persons in Boston and its vicinity. Of this
number only six died, and several of those were
supposed to have taken the infection before inocula-
tion. In the same period §.750 teok the disease the
natiral way, of whom 844 died, and many of those
who recovered were left with broken constitutions
and disfipured countenances.”

Mather wielded a tremendous influence with the
clergy, and his prestipe was no less potential with
the laity, so that he rallicd his followers—who had
at first opposed him—ito the side of moculation.
Here was the remarkable circumstance of the clergy
advocating science and the faculty opposing it; but
the dominating influence was the cool perseverance
of Doctor Bn“jﬁstnn who ultimately experienced the
pleasure of having s practice endorsed. That arch
objector, Dr. William Douglass, recanted, and Ben-
jamin Franklin was converied to s helief in the ntil-
ity of inccolation.  Boylston's triumph was com-
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plete. He was invited by Sir Hans Sloan, physician
to George I, to come to London to demonstrare his
methoed, which he did suceessfolly. His reward
was preat.  He was made 2 member of the Hoyal
Socicty of London, being the first native American
to be so honored. He also received a thousand
guineas as a gift from the King,

There were many practitioners af the type of
Zahdiel Boylston scattered throughout the colonies.
They were men whe, though they had not acquired
the doctor’s degres, had nevertheless been trained
by skilled phys:cians and sucgeons who had mi-
grated 1o the Colonies, and who were, as well, ede-
cated in the school of expenience and well qualified
to treat dicease according to the light of their day.
These mien miist not be included with the pretendeérs
and charlatans, of whom there were not a few, for
they were conscientions and trustworthy practi-
trgners.

There were alio many notable medical men of
fine attainments in the variows Colonies. They came
as surgeons to the King's troops, or were those ad-
veriturous spirits who came to the new El Dorado
in search of fame and fortune. They were princ-
pally from the British Isles.  As the colonists ac-
quired wealth, those who undeoriook the practice of
medicine were not content with their :ppr:nliccﬂ.
it went o Eiitops in order to incréase their knowl-
edge and obtain the coveted medical degree,

T:wauhl be profitable to study some of these men
individually, were it within the scope of this paper,
for some of them were most interesting and attrze-
tive, They were acute observers and beside being
skillful physicians they were adepts in botany and
natural history. They corresponded with the mem-
bers of the Royal Society and with the great botan-
ist, Linnacus, who honored some by naming plants
after them. Dr. Howard A. Kelly has found mate-
nal encugh to write a most interesting volume
about these botanists,

D, Jehn Mitchell, who lived in a small village on
the Rappahannock River in Virginia, was a Fellow
of the Royal Secety of London. He was distin-
guished as a botanist as well as a physiclan, Among
other papers he weote gne giving an aecount of the
yellow tever which prevatled m Virginia in the
years 1737, 1741, and 1742, Some yers alter his
death, the paper came inte the hands of Benjamin
'Franidin, who transferred it to Doctor RuuL; he
published it and acknowledged his indebtedness to
it for information enaliing him suecessfully 1o com-
bat the disease,

D¢, Hezekiah Beardsley, of Connecticut, was the
first to deseribe congenital hypertrophic stenosis of
the pylorus in the infant,

Dr. John Lining, of Charleston, 3. C., in the
year 1740, made careful studies in metabolism from
observations upon himself, ascertaining daly his
weight each morning and avening, the weight of
food taken, and the weight of his urinary and al-
vine discharges. These investigations were carried
on throughout a year and were published in the
Transactsoms of the Royal Seciely of Lomdom in
1743
D, William H., Welch in a discussion said:
“Many of these frontier doctors were fully the
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equals in education of their contemporaries along
the Atlantic seaboard; in Bosion, New York, Phila-
delphia, Charleston, Of course in the middle of the
eighteenth century Charbeston was perhups the most

tured centre.  There 15 3 wonderful group here
that has never been presented to vs. I have made
many appeals to have this dong, by some one from
that region, if possible.”

Beside being physicians they were men of affairs,
taking great interest in the wellbeing of their 2oun-
try. A number of them were in the colonial legis-
latures—several were licutemant governors (and
practically governors) of the colonies, and no fewer
than five were members of the Continental Con-

ess, and, as such, signers of the Declaration of

ndependenee,  General Warren, who lost hiz life
at the bawle of Bunker Hill, was a doctde, a5 was
General Hugh Mercer, of Virginia, who was killed
at the battle of Princeton
riunities for the study of practical anatomy
were [ew not oaly because of ular prejudice, hut
because in some of the colonies the study was 2 legal
felony, The bodies of cxccuted criminals were
sometirnes griven for the purpose of dissection, but
the prejudice was o great even against thak practice
that eme body which had been given the doctors by
the authontics of Baltimore was forcibly taken from
them by the inforiated populace,

The famotis "doctors’ mob” that occurred the
same year [1788) in MNew York city was most seri-
ous in its results, and gives evidence of the intensity
of feeling in the matter. Zome doctors and stu-
deits were diggecting in the New York Hospital
buoilding. A boy peeped in at the window., A dare
devil student waved an arm of a cadaver at him,
which so terrified the boy that he fled erying down
the street, and soon an excited multitude had aspem.
bled and hearing his groesome story made a vicous
attack on the building. It was now the doctors’ and
students’ time to run, and, pursaed by the mob, they
sought refuge in the jail. The police were umable
to controf the situation, and the militia were called
out. The mob remaining defiant and agpressive,
the militia fired, killing seven of the moters and
wounding many others.

Doctors are expected and required to know all
about the human anatomy, but many obstacles are
E:t in their way lo prevent their acguiring such

owledge. A number of sporadic cfforts were
made in the first half of the century to cultivate
practical anatomy, but with inditferent soccess, Tt
was not until about the middie of the century that
it made much progress. The bodies of executed
crinmunals were ?mgu'ﬁahﬁd Igith: nr:hwi{iu ?;!r dis-
section purposes, but the prindpal supply of mate-
rial was obtained by “body snatching.’

Historians 3 that unquestionably the best
anatomist and al of any surgeon of his day
in this country, was Willam Baynham, a native of
Caroline coonty, Virginia. He received his prelim-
inary education at home, and when twenty yvears of
ﬁ: was sent to London and entered St Thomas's

cpital a5 a student. Here he made the acquaint-
ance of Mr, Else, lh&]pml'em of anatomy, whose
assistant he becarne,  His skill in injecting and pre-
[pIariEn anatomical matcrial was declared 1o be won-
erful.
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He remained in London foar years and retumed
te his native eolony to settle in Essex county, where
he had an extensive practice and a wide reputation
a8 a skillful and successiul an . Here 18 an in=
stznee of a scholarly man skilled scientist re-
maining in a country district remote from the cen-
tres of population attaining swocess and distinetion,
There were some great doctors in the years gone by,
and peniuses are niod o be found within the metro-
politan districts only,

Midwifery, in the earlier part of the eighteenth
century, was practised almost exclusively by women,
except that o samie difficalt case a doctar might be
called to give ald, though the praciice of obsicirics
by men was extremely unpopular, It was said of

or Attwood, of New Jersey, he “is remembered
as the first Dr. who had the hardihood to proclaim
himself as a man migwife: it was deemed a scandal
to some delicate ears, and Mrs. Grany Brown, with
her fees of two or three dollars, was still deemed the
chaice of all who thought wormen should be modest.”

Dr. John Moultrie, a Scotchman, who came to
Charleston, 5. C,, in :L!? wis perhaps the carliest
regular obstetrician of the colopics. He died in
i773, having stood at the head of his profession in
that city. [t was said of him: “He was ially
distinguished for his skill in obstetrics, and his death
was regarded. as o public calamity. Several of the
ladies of Charleston bedewed his grave with tears,
and went inte mourning on the occasion. The year
after his deccase was distinguished by the deaths of
several women in childbirth. While he lived they
thought themselves secure of the best assistance in
the power of man or of art, in cases of extremity,
In losime him they lost their hopes. Depressing
fears sunk their apirits, and in an unusus]l nomber
of cases produced fatal consequences.”

Dr. James Lloyd, 2 pupil of William Hunter and
Smicllie, who zettled in of in 1752, was proba-
bly the first medical man in New Enpland te devete
himself to the practice of obstelrics,

Dr. William Shipﬁn. Jr., of Philadelphia, was the
earliest teacher af abstetrics in this couniry, his lec-
tares beg nin‘E in 1762
Dr. John V. B, Tennant, of New Jersey, an
alumnus of the University of Edinburgh and a Fel-
low of the Royal Society, was the first professor of
obstetrics of the Medical School of New York.

Dr, George Buchanan, of Baltimore, in 1780, de-
livered = course of lectures on the Diseases of
Women and Children and the next year & course on
Midwifery, These sporadic efforts were indicative
of a desire for further improvement in medical ed-
ueatien.

To the physician the hespital is not only a refuge
for the sick and wounded, but #z an educational
means of vast importance.  The first general hos-
pital established in the colonies was the Peonsyl-
vamiz Hospital of Philadelphia, which was organ-
ized in 1751, and in Februzry of the next year ad-
vertised that it was ready to receive patients. Dr.
Thomas Bond, of Maryland, who had settled in
Philadelphia, was its chftfgmjmlur: he was ably
and tly seconded by Benjamin Franklin,

Thiz hospital was established on a sound and en-
lightened basis, as is evidenced by the wise and judi-
cions rules adopted by the board of managers.
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M. de Warville, who wvisited the hospital in 1788,
wrote: 1 have seen the itals of France, both at
Paris and in the provinces ; 1 know none of them bat
ong at Besangon that can be compared to this at Phil-
adelphia. Every sick and ev hag his
bed well furnished, but without curtaing, as it
should be. Every room is lighted by windows
placed opposite, which introduces plenty of light
.+« o The hospital is fine, elepant, and well kept”

Although the Penneylvania Hospial provided for
the care of lunatics, the earliest inatitution for the
special care of the insane was the Eastern Lunatic
Asylum, at Williamsburg, Virgini, chartered in
L1772 and opened the next year Eor the reception of
patienis,

The sccond hospatal to be founded in the colonies
was the New York Heapital, chartersd in  July,
1771, Docter Fothergill, of Londoen, was one of
the incorporators.  Belore itz completion, the build-
ing was almost completely destroyed by fire in Feb-
ruzrz. 1775, but it was quickly reconstructed and
the sipaal Congress took postession of it for
use as a barracks in Apnl, 1776, When the British
entered New York ety the same year 'r.'h:f used the
building as barracks for the Hessians, It was not
reapened 33 & hospital watil 1791,

That the colomists were interested in education
is obvious from the fact of the establishment as
carly as in the seventeenth century of Harvard Col-
lege 1n Massachuseits, and William and Mary Col-
kﬁ in Virginia, In the eighteenth century many
ather colleges were founded, but in none of them
was there a medical school, until, in 1765, the medi-
el d.¢_p::l1mmt of the College of Phladelphia was
L] TVIECGE,

he two moving spirits in this adventore were Dr.
John Morgan and Dr. William Shippen, Je.  Hoth
were Philadelphians, and both were graduates of the
medical de t of the University of Edinburgh.
They were well qualified for the undentaking. 4
former was appointed profecsor of theory and prac.
tice of mexdicine and the latter professor of anatomy
and surgery. (Cdher professors were added from
time to time, incloding Dr. Adam Kuha and Dr.
Benjamin Ruslk, Dr, Thomas Bend, who was the
founder of the Pennsylvamia Hespital,
pointed to give clinical lectures, ree of these
were the mast conspicuous medical men of the col-
oniez, Two of them, Morpan and Shippen, were
surgeons general of the Continental armies. and
Fush was surgeon general of the middle department
of the Continental army.

Here was laid, and well laid, the foundztion of
medical education in this country. nts came
in at once and in increasing numbers—there being
between thirty and forty in attendance in 1775—
when the school was imterrupted by the Revolunon,

The medical department of King's College, New
York city, was organized with a complete faculty, in
1767, and the first repular degree of M. DL in the
colonies was conferred upon Samuel Kissam, in
March, 1770, by that school, the degree of M. I,
having been conferred wpon him the preceding
year, King's College haa become the famous Col-
lege of Physicians and Surgeens of New Yerk. To-
ner says: “The honomry degree of M. I, was con-
{erred upon Daniel Tumer by Yale College in 1720
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As Doctor Tumer had been a liberal benefactor of
the cal the M. D, was facetiously said to signify
mulium donomi.”

The medical department is 3 most Important com-
ﬂh!ﬂt af an army, and until very recent years it

d received scamt consideration. O course at the
time of the Revolution there was no crganization
whatever, and commissary and equi t materials
were almost impossible to obtain, but the medical
department was even worse off, for no medical sup-
plies could be had. The few instruments and drugs
that were obtainable came mainly from the sur-
geons’ very. limited private store,  Many of the sur-
geons were appointed without reference to skill or
ability, so that altogether the condition of the med-
jcal department was most larsentable.  As an evi-
dence of the littls material to be had, the "razor™
letter from 5 General John Morgan, just be-
for the battle n; Long Island, in Auvgast, 1776, will
illustrate:

Slri—I have sent to the surgeoss, drﬁrﬁ;ﬁ! Foampest
aff duty to go o your asistanee, aod foor mates
with him: to carry over five hundred additional bandages,
and twelve fracture boxes. [ feir they bave mo scalpels,
as whatever | have committed 1o the hospitaly has always

bewn Jost. | wend two, in which ease, il you wani

more, wie 3 raeor dor on iscision kmife, me keow,

from time to time, at ila . H,
To Dr. Warren, Surgeoa of the General Hosgital at

Leag laland,

The following extract from Thocher's Military
Journal for Oclober 24, 1777, will give an idea of.
the acuieness of intelligent observation on ihe part
of the American surgeon.  Referring to the hospi-
tal at Albany, he says:

This hoapital is now crawded with officers and men from
the Beld of batile. Those h!pﬂﬁu.’; io the Hritish and
uted 15 the same hospitsl

The forcigmers arc under tho care
e f Beeran an-d]r:muh‘“bs;mlh:t tbr.lﬂrglhh ﬁt

tal [i
:Pl;: Ernﬁuﬂiw. bt the Germans, wil]:.pc: ‘i:‘:
exgeptions, do no credit to their profession; some of them
are the most encouth and clomey operators I ever wit-
newed and appear o be deatituee of all 3 ¥
temlermess toward the sufflering patient. Not than one
thesisand wounded and sieke are sow in this city; the
Duteh Chureh and scveral private houses are octapicd
&s hospitals.  We have abwuat surgecns and mates,
and all are coostant d, bliged to devate
the :ME al my &,cmr:inh n:_'lr:r:: in the m;i.u,g
to a late hour in the evenmg, to the care of our patients,
Here iti;af“ Geld for p{-ml:;iudmummmd d:t. Mp'beu-
tatimg 3, trepaming fract ] and dressing
ranst formidable wounds, has familiarized my mind to
pornen of woe, A miliory hospital i peculiarly calos-
lated 10 aford exampls for tabde contemplat and
to knberest cur symgathy and cemmiseration.

Dr, James Tilton, who was feft in clange of the
Americin sick and wounded at Williamsbieg, Vie-
ginin, after the surrender of Comwallis at York-
town, the French troops being encimped at the
same place, in his Observations on Military Hospi=
tals, says:

Eeing thus in a Fronch garrison 1 bad some cpportund
of observing the Fresch practice and man ent of 1_113
rick, In pasging the wards of their hospial, their patienty
appesr neat and clean, abowe all examples T had
EVEF JECRL patieat wai accommodated with everything
RECESEATY, £VER 10 @ night cap.  Nevertheless, they were oot
more sicesdfol than we were. Ewen their wounded, with
all the boasted dexterity of the French to aid them, wore
no mare fortunate than ours. T was bed to attribuote their
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failere principally to two causes. For ease and convenl-
m they had contrived 1 common mede iul&t{:
3 staries

I.'AI.I'
- .ml::c 0 be vcr:rphmm hen pasalng their
wards with [y 1= 5] ams, I obpcrved & al
| !bn'u?plm ‘m lﬂlﬁmuld and patrid tﬂpl:il.
nm.nnnﬂl;r if the bark woaold not b-e
The uniform amywer was 0o, oo
mach lﬂ!.ml.l.bﬂ!. And when they I!!:mhd rousd
of pregcriptipa and saw me frequenth g the
In feleile cases u&umi«wltmmlhq'
]Hl ap thelr hands in astogiskment. Few or po chem-
cal remedies were employed by them. One of ther
ﬂ:ﬂtnhi aurgeons declared that be never n!.:pd opium.
ir hespitsl pharmacopoda consiated chicfly of glisans,
decoctions, and watery drinks, Gtted only for i ma-
mf dmﬂkrl. All these circumstances considercd, mw
my mind why their accomenadations
B advanta nl’ lrr t‘-‘nr ml.ﬂ: of ru-:tlu. Tﬂl the
more susprised s

to be men of ::lwn-r. wl! ﬁuJH'itd te Faks murd!.
During the Bevolution the practice of medicine
was at a low ebl, both because of the incampetence
and dishonesty of most of the surgeons, and the
lnck of drugs and essential supplics. The
following extract from 3 letter of Wnsh:ngton lo
{hnlErﬂs in the autamn of 1776 pte! his estimate

of - the surgeons of the army:

Mo lhss attention should be paid to the choice of
m:n'ntﬁ: alficers_of the army. They thoald
Lr examination, and if fot appointed by

rfamml and » v of the hospatal, they
be sshardinate to ||| gowerned by his d:r:tdun.
e repmanul sorgeons 1 am apﬂhnlg of, many of
whom are very great rarzaly, conntenascing the men in

sham complaints Lo exempt them from dety, snd often
receving to certify indisposicions with & view (o
mrc discharpes or fur

Hut Independent of thess practices, while they sre can-

gidered 13 umeonnected with the g\euzn.l hogpital, theee will
be motkisg bat contimueal complaints of each MMHM di-
Feetar al the kaspieal ehsrging them with ensrmity in their
dralts for the siek, and they him for denying auch things
as are mecessiry. I aboit, there is & constant bickering
iy e et Rt g M B Ly A,

al siilaeiaE regimentzl surgeans
are made to look “a:n the Director-Creseral of the hospital
21 o superdor, “EHJ&:E this 2 1he cae In regaler aremie
or not, | cannot undertake to :aietml eertain I zm, there
bs pecenity for il in this, or sicke will suffer, The
reglmentsl aur s are aiming, | am persuaded, 1o break
up the General Hospital, and bare in romberleta tnitances
drawn fer medicines, stores, eic, in the most profuse and
extravagant manner for provale purpodes,

To illustrate the scarcity of feed and hospital
l'l-lppllnl in 1778 the better of Dr. John Warren is

Ta Hu rruﬂmq the Gerwrner ond the Heonoreble the
Council of The Commonuvalth of Marnschuretis:

Gentlemen=—T] [ bave II{qNﬂItj‘ repreasented the
distressed condition of the sick m the Continental Hes-
pital, yet 1 have mover #0 ample oocasion o
thelr misqrizs as at presemt,

Fal some days o have not had as ownce of meat;
fnot o stick of wooed what they hawve taken from the
neighboring femces; for near a week nod 8 etable; and
scarcely any medicine for above a year. In fine, 1o sam
up the & in & few words, the aldk aed wounded,
of which are exceedingly dangercus, and seme of thee in
& state -h::h requires immediate amputation, arc st fur-
pished by the public with a mingle article of sustenance
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except bread alene, and mast bave periahed ere this had
Bt Ih.!: charidable dosations of & lul iedividuals in some
ted to their relie have been im-
Ln'.'lhnq :l.pp.lu.tm for fhese st twelve months
to all
anmy.

wounded, -l'l.lf' u;:: ﬁ d-_rm;.ﬂi g 4
ering and perhaps or wani af e
cessities, have been y saluting cars, 1 musy,
therefore, beg your aed s action in this
matter, amd am with the mbm reppaet, nmtltwn.
servase,

Yaur most
J. W ammmsr.

With the close of the Revolutionary War ﬂm'c
was a quickening of enterprize and medicine re-
ceived its degree of stimulation too. The College
of Phi 3 was merged with the University of
Pennsylvania and the medical department went for-
ward with remewed encrpy and suceess,  Im 17383,
Harvard Medical School o ils honored career.
Medical societics were formed and every energy
that tended to forward medisne in this new era was
active, There were no startling events in medicine
in this country in the eighteenth century. Not
many papers and few books were written,  But the
medical men were keen observers and alert to avail
of all ive means. Considering the period
~—the remoteness of the new country and its diffi-
culties, not much could be expected,

3 TroMmas CiroLE,
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